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For the last few years, Gateway has been so busy helping with car 
shows and charity events that we have not had time for events that were just 
for fun.  To address that, we started planning a cruise to Hannibal in 2022.  
A big part of that event was to be the really beautiful drive up to Hannibal 
along Highway 79.  Unfortunately, Highway 79 was in really bad shape last 
fall for the 20 miles or so south of Hannibal due to construction and repav-
ing.  Since the roadwork was not scheduled to complete until late fall, we 
decided to postpone the cruise to 2023.  (Incidentally, for those following 
Paula’s ongoing car sagas, that first trip we made late last summer to Hanni-
bal to check out the route was the last trip we made in her Edge before the 
engine went out). 

It turns out that postponing the event was the right move.  The High-
way 79 is now in great shape the entire way from O’Fallon to Hannibal.   

Most of us started the cruise on Saturday morning from the Deer 
Run Library on Main Street in O’Fallon.  Joining us from this starting point 
were the Oxlers in their ‘66, Andrew O’Sullivan and his friend Cody in An-
drew’s ‘04, the Chapmans in a ’70 Judge, Harry Timmerman in his ’65 
Lemans, the Lewis’ in their ‘67, the Bowers' in their ‘67 convertible, the 
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Melrose’s along with Mark’s sister and brother in law Diane and Mark in Mark’s ‘06, Marty in 
his ‘69, and Paula and me in the ‘04. 

There had been some predictions for rain on Saturday earlier in the week, but there was 
no rain that morning and it would turn out that there would be no rain at all on Saturday for our 
cruise.   

As usually happens when enough of us get together, and even though we were parked at 
the back of the parking lot at the library, we attracted enough attention that the bank next door 
sent a teller over to see what we were up to.   

With 8 GTO’s and Harry’s Lemans in a row, we left the library and headed up Main 
Street to Highway 79.  We managed to hit the lights right and all 9 cars got onto 79 at the same 
time and we headed to our first stop.  It was a great morning for a drive and we had the highway 
to ourselves for much of the cruise to our first stop in Clarksville.  This stretch of the highway 
is really pretty this time of year and include passing through some great small towns along the 
way. 

When we arrived at Clarksville, we ran into what turned out to be the only part of the 
event that did not go as planned.  The plan for this stop was to stop at the viewing area a bit 
downstream of the dam and get a photo of all of the cars lined up in a row in the viewing area 
parking lot.  That stop also has a restroom available for a mid cruise rest break.  Paula and I had 
made this drive several times when planning this event and there was never anyone in this park-
ing lot.  On this particular Saturday, however, there was some sort of a national chili cookoff 
underway in the lot and it was packed.  Fortunately the lot of the boat club next door was large-
ly open, so we were able to park there.  But we missed out on the planned photo.  The photo 
below is the best we could do under the circumstances. 

After a short stop in Clarksville, we were on our way north again for the second half of 
the drive up to Hannibal.  This second stretch is a lot of fun to drive with lots of hills and curves 
so we all had a great time.  Despite winding through some more small towns we managed to 
keep all 9 cars together, albeit with an occasional or two interlopers slipping into our convoy. 

Hannibal Cruise 
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Once we arrived at Hannibal we headed straight for our lunch stop at Fiddelstiks.  There 
we met up with the Finkenbinder’s driving their ‘70 and their friends the Rapp’s driving their 
’66 Tempest.  This gave us a total of 22 Gateway GTO members and friends for the lunch stop.  

Paula had arranged for 
our lunch in a private room 
with the management at Fid-
delstiks and they were ready 
for us.  They had a room that 
was the perfect size for our 
group and we had a pair of 
servers who were just excel-
lent.  I don’t think I have ever 
seen a group of this size han-
dled so efficiently and the 
food was great. 

After lunch, Marty 
had to leave us to get back to 
St. Louis for a Saturday even-
ing event, but the rest of us 
headed to downtown Hanni-
bal for some sight seeing and 
activities.   

Being that this was a 
Gateway GTO event, natural-
ly most of us wound up at the 
local ice cream shop, Becky’s 
Old fashioned Ice Cream.  
Afterwards, Paula and I went 
to the Mark Twain museum 
and others in the group did 
some of the other sights.  An-
drew and Cody decided to go 
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to the cave.  That might have been the smartest move as it had gotten a bit warm in the after-
noon and that cave was nice and cool from what they told us. 

It was great wandering around downtown Hannibal and finding Gateway GTO’s parked 
all over the place.   

With our afternoon activities winding down we all gathered at the Mark Twain riverboat 
for our dinner cruise.  Once we had everyone together we boarded the boat in one big group.  
When we got to the spot where they take souvenir photos, the photographer asked me how 

Hannibal Cruise 
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many we had.  I told him 21 and at first I don’t think he believed me.  Despite the large size of 
our group we were able to get gathered up and they got a great photo. 

Paula had also made all of the arrangements with the river boat staff for the cruise and it 
was another awesome setup.  They had all of us ground together along the windows near the 
band.  The meal was excellent and because of these seats we got to see a lot of great scenery 
along the Mississippi during the trip. 

After the cruise, Barb and Earl had to head back home to  prepare for the big gender re-
veal.  Most of the rest of us headed for our hotels for the night.   It had been a nearly perfect day 

Hannibal Cruise 
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and the rain that they had talked about being a possibility for Saturday had held off.   In short, 
the day could not have gone better. 

Sunday turned out to be a bit of a different story.  As seems to have become a recurring 
theme when we go on long distance trips, getting home presented a few issues.  First up was the 
weather.  We woke up Sunday morning to a steady moderately heavy rain. 

Paula and I were heading back early, along with Tom and Terrie, in order to get back 
and then head to the chicken dinner.  We dodged the rain as best we could under the hotel cano-
py to get loaded up and then started to head back.  That is when my day went south.  After near-
ly 20 years of faithful service, the clutch hydraulics on my 04 chose that morning to go south.  
As we pulled out of the hotel, I barely had enough clutch pedal to shift gears.  I figured if I 
could just get it to Highway 61, then I could jam it into 6th and at least get it as far as the Main 
Street exit on Highway 70 in O’Fallon.  That way, if I had to get a tow truck, it would only be 
for 2 miles!  Luck was with me, however, and not only did we make it to 61, we had enough 
pedal left to limp it home and get the old girl in the garage and out of the weather. 

And, as I later learned, we were not the only ones that suffered a problem on the way 
back.  Harry was at the chicken dinner and he told me that he and Frank and Cheryl had to stop 
on the way home due to issues with the accelerator pump on Frank’s judge.  As is typical for 
those two, they take stuff like that in stride.  They made a roadside repair and got back under-
way and made it the rest of the way home. 

Overall I think it was a great event.  As with a lot of things, I had the big idea, but Paula 
did all the work.  Her planning and coordination up front was what brought this all together.  
We will have to get to work on something to top this next spring……... 

Hannibal Cruise 
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Presidents Scoop 

The President’s Scoop 
 

By Chris Winslow 

June has been a busy month already between the cruise to Hannibal and also the big 
chicken dinner.  But all of this is just a warmup for the big event this month, the GTOAA Na-
tionals in Springfield. 

As we have previously discussed, Gateway GTO is a Gold level sponsor this year, so 
when we arrive at the event we will see our logo on a huge banner at the hotel.  

We are also the Host Chapter for this event, so we will need everyone to cover the slots 
that they signed up for and we may need a few folks to pick up an additional slot or two so that 
we make sure we have everything covered.  Remember that if you work 2 or more slots during 
the convention, GTOAA will refund your registration fee.  That is a pretty big deal. 

For those that are interested in a caravan up to Springfield, we are planning to meet at 
the Cracker Barrel at 2001 Formosa Road in Troy Illinois (62294) at 11:00 for a late breakfast or 
early lunch and then head to Springfield at noon.  Speaking of the cruise up, Hagerty is once again 
stepping up to cover free roadside service for those of us on our way to the event.  The next page in 
the newsletter has the details. 

Of course, the really big social event for the convention will be our indoor parking lot party 
on Friday night.  As we have previously announced, this year will have live entertainment like we 
did back in 2017.  The music will be provided by Captain Rat and the Blind Rivets.  This band’s 
calling card is how much they interact with the crowd during the show, so it promises to be a lot of 
fun. 

We are down to the final days to prepare for the convention.  If you have not already regis-
tered or booked a hotel room, the time to do that is now.  The  host hotel is fully booked, but the 
backup hotel is right next door and it still has rooms.  If you have any questions on any of this or 
have any registration problems,  please give me or Tom Oxler a call. 
 

I am looking forward to Gateway once again showing that we are by far the best chapter 
in GTOAA! 
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Minutes  
6/1/2023 

7:02 PM – Meeting Start – New member Jeff Steh-
man in attendance. He has a 67’ GTO. 

7:03 – Old Business 

The Immanuel Lutheran Car Show and Parade was 
good. We had good weather and 5 cars present. 

The Model T Swap meet was good but didn’t have 
as many booths as previous years. 

7:05 – New Business 

Trina from “Miracles N Progress” came in to talk 
about the “Superstars N’ Supercars” event. This is 
a car show and cruise where children with cancer 
and other serious illnesses get to experience a Red 
Carpet affair. They choose which car they would 
like to ride to the event in. Last year they had over 
3000 cars. This will take place on September 30th 
and runs from 10AM to 3PM. For more infor-
mation check out www.miraclesnprogress.org or 
contact them at info@miraclesnprogress.org or 
trina@miraclesnprogress.org. 

Chris Winslow briefly mentioned Pontiacs at Pi-
geon Forge and the Route 66 Festival in Lebanon, 
MO. 

Chris Winslow gave more details about the Hanni-
bal Cruise, taking place on the weekend of June 
10th. 

He spoke about the Gateway Classic Cars “Cars 
and Coffee” event occurring on July 29th. Gateway 
GTO association will be the special guests. If we 
get at least 10 cars to attend, then we will receive a 
$200 donation. Chris will be out of town, but Brian 
O’Sullivan is planning on attending. Contact him if 
you are interested in cruising over together. He is 
currently planning on meeting at the McDonalds at 
Westport Plaza. 

Chris talked about the Illinois State Fair Display in 
Springfield Ill from 11AM to 3PM on August 19th. 
Anyone interested in attending the show at the fair 
will receive 2 free tickets. Contact Chris. 

7:18 – Upcoming Events 

6/27-7/1 – GTOAA Nationals in Springfield Ill. 

7/21-7/23 – Tri-Power Nationals 

7/29 – Gateway GTO Day at Gateway Classic Cars 

7:20 – GTOAA 

Dan Jackson still needs 10 volunteer spots filled 
for the Nationals. 

Tom Oxler mentioned that if you sign up for two 
slots then you get free registration. He also said 
that we currently have 270 registrants but we are 
expecting around 330. There are rooms still availa-
ble. He also thanked the club for approving to help 
run the 2024 Nationals in Springfield MO, the 
Wichita club will also assist. More info to come. 

Chris spoke about the parking lot party. 

7:26 – Tech 

Will Bowers had a fan problem during a meet up at 
Firebird Fest. He was overheating due to the fans 
blowing fuses. Tom Oxler helped rewire the fans. 

Chris Winslow ran into a coyote on the way home 
from Firebird Fest. He initially didn’t see any dam-
age but found some spider web cracks near his fog 
light. Reportedly the coyote was just standing in 
the road holding a sign that said “Yikes!” right be-
fore it was hit. 

Craig Glenn talked about the upcoming St. Charles 
County Fair on July 27th 

Earl Lewis brought in another Hagerty referral 
check for the club. 

John Grissom talked about his Family Farm cruise 
and camping trip coming up in October. 

7:43 – Personals 

Kerry Friedman has started his radiation treat-
ments. 

Saundra Melrose is continuing her recovery she is 
doing much better and is planning on attending the 
Hannibal Cruise. 

Tootie May is doing much better after her surgery. 

7:47 – Motion to Adjourn by Tom Fox, seconded 
by Craig Glenn. 

50/50 of $28 won by Donna Bowers 

Tom Oxler won the bonus drawing. 

Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 

http://www.miraclesnprogress.org
mailto:info@miraclesnprogress.org
mailto:trina@miraclesnprogress.org
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Gateway GTO Dues for 2023 are $20 and 
are due by the annual Gateway GTO Piz-
za Party. 
 

• Send dues to Will Bowers by mail or pay 
in person at the Next Meeting 

Will’s Address: 
4213 Napa View Lane 
St. Charles, MO 63304 

• In order to Renew with Gateway GTO, 
members must be members in good stand-
ing with GTOAA. 

 
Contact Chris Winslow if 
you have any questions on 
renewing your Gateway 
GTO membership 

Gateway GTO     
Membership Renewal 
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 GTOAA Membership Renewal 
 
 

GTOAA Dues are to be paid directly to 
GTOAA 

 

• Do not send GTOAA dues to Will Bowers.  
Instead renew directly with GTOAA by mail 
or at www.gtoaa.org. 

• All Gateway GTO Members must be 
GTOAA members in good standing. 

• Please contact GTOAA Chapter Representa-
tive Tom Oxler with any questions: 

 
 

Tom Oxler Contact Info: 
Phone: 636-928-5548 
Email: toxler@prodigy.net 
 

mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
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2023 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

June 
 
 26 - July 1st - GTOAA Nationals in Springfield 
 
July 
 6 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
 21-23 - Tri Power Nationals 
 
 27 - Nostalgia Car Show at St. Charles County Fair—Rotary Park in Wentzville 
  
 29 - Gateway GTO Day at Gateway Classic Cars 

 
August 
 
 3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
 19 - Illinois State Fair Display 
 
September 
 

3 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s  
 
10 - World In Motion Car Show - Westport Plaza 
 
15 - 17 - GTOAA Regional Car Show at the Pontiac Museum 
 
30 - Superstars and Supercars - Details to follow 
 
 

 

SEE THE FULL CALENDAR AT WWW.GATEWAYGTO.ORG 
 

Gateway GTO Classifieds 

http://www.gatewaygto.org/
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126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 

 
 
Jon F. Havens 
Owner 
 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 

 
 
 
Jonathan Havens 

CLICK HERE FOR GATEWAY GTO APPAREL CLUB STORE 

mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/


THE HOOD SCOOP       19 

 

GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Chris Winslow Brian O’Sullivan  
644 Emge Road 2576 Westrick Drive 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 Maryland Heights MO 63043  
636-294-8104 314-225-7240 
chriswinslow@charter.net bosullivan@hunter.com 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Dan Jackson  Will Bowers  
P.O. Box 234  4213 Napa View Lane 
Greenville, IL 62246  St. Charles, MO 63304 

618-664-0437 618-791-3110 
dajalj@gmail.com  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Amy O’Sullivan  Tom Oxler 
2576 Westrick Drive 450 Muirfield Drive  
Maryland Heights MO 63043  St. Charles, MO 63304 
314-225-7241 636-928-5548 
pooky1891@gmail.com toxler@prodigy.net 
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Laura Kiefer Marty Howard  
70 Keystone Drive  7 Newcastle CT  
Old Monroe, MO 63369  St. Charles MO 63301      
1977kieferla@gmail.com  636-724-8641  
 nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the news-
letter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising is free for members in good standing. 

Advertising rates for non members are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, 
your logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link 
to your website from our Related Website Link 
space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads are free to members. Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566 
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

The yearly dues for Gateway GTO is $20.  The dues are due 
by the Pizza Party in January.  All Gateway GTO members 
must be a member in good standing with GTOAA.  You are 
allowed to have one associate member.  

The Gateway GTO Association 

 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com
mailto:pooky1891@gmail.com
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
mailto:1977kieferla@gmail.com
mailto:nycgto@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:bob@blattels.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
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